
Courtroom protocols for  “in-person” hearings during time of COVID 

In order to reduce the risk of exposure to illness to persons entering the courtroom, the Court 

has instituted the following rules to be followed by all those entering the CCL3 courtroom:    

1. Masks are required to be worn by all persons in the courtroom,  including staff; 

 

2. Masks may be removed when addressing the Court; 

 

3. All persons seated in the public area of the courtroom (outside the bar) must be seated at 

least 6 feet apart and seated at a colored marker (exceptions for persons living in the same 

household and attorneys conferring with clients);    

 

4. No one is permitted to sit at counsel table until the Judge expressly instructs them to do 

so.  All announcements will be heard from the public seating area;   

 

5. Once the  Judge instructs attorneys and parties to take a seat at counsel table, counsel and 

client may be seated together at counsel table but must wear masks unless addressing the 

court; 

 

6. No one is  allowed to move inside the bar of the courtroom  without the express 

permission of the judge.  Once inside the bar, no one is allowed to move into the well of 

the courtroom (approach the bench) without specific approval of the judge; 

 

7. Courtroom capacity will be limited to 15 people plus court staff,  unless otherwise 

permitted by the judge or the bailiff. 

 

8. Two (2) complete and separate sets of all exhibits must be pre-marked  and placed on the 

exhibit table at the commencement of the hearing (one set for the witness and one set 

for the judge); 

 

9. Attorneys will  be permitted to approach the witness during the proceedings with leave of 

court which will be granted only if necessary; 

 

10. No one is allowed to move inside the bar of the courtroom except by permission of the 

judge.  Once inside the well of the courtroom, no one is permitted to leave counsel table 

and move into the well of the courtroom without the permission of the judge; 

 

11. If you are ill, please advise the judge or bailiff immediately.   


